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Along with this application include a 500 word essay 
explaining why this course is of interest to you, and  
ask two clinical supervisors and/or instructors for letters  
of recommendation to be sent to Postdoctraumaproject@
gmail.com.

Mail to: New York University
Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy  
and Psychoanalysis
Specialization in Trauma and Disaster Studies
240 Greene Street, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10003

Deadline for applications is June 15, 2012

Specialization in Trauma and Disaster Studies  
Organizing Committee:
Nina K. Thomas, Ph.D. Chair,  Judie Alpert, Ph.D.,  
Laura Barbanel, Ed.D.,  Ghislaine Boulanger, Ph.D.,  
Elsa First, M.A.,  Elizabeth Goren, Ph.D.,  
Luz Towns-Miranda, Ph.D., Robert Prince, Ph.D.,  
Isaac Tylim, Ph.D., ABPP
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Trauma and memory: Sept. 15 & 22, 2012, 9:30am –1:00pm

Part 1. Sept. 15, 2012: Trauma’s encoding in memory is fundamental 
to a study of the issues involved in working with traumatized patients. 
This session of the specialization will address recovered memory; false 
memory; memory of childhood trauma recalled in adulthood, making 
meaning out of trauma.  
Faculty: Judie Alpert, Ph.D. and Sue Grand, Ph.D.

Part 2. Sept. 22, 2012: Dissociation vs. repression; mourning 
as a manifestation of trauma; mourning through art; when does 
bereavement become trauma?  
Faculty: Isaac Tylim, Ph.D., ABPP

Childhood Trauma: Oct. 27, 2012, 9:30am –1:00pm

How does trauma affect children? This session will expressly examine 
trauma’s impact on attachment security, predisposition to dissociation, 
and cognitive functioning. The work of Main, Fonagy, Lyons-Ruth 
among others will frame the basis of the discussion including 
phenomenology of childhood trauma and the countertransference 
issues involved.  
Faculty: Luz Towns Miranda, Ph.D. and Susan C. Warshaw, Ed.D., ABPP

adulT onseT Trauma: Nov 3, 2012, 9:30am –1:00pm

History, phenomenology and psychodynamics. Treatment 
considerations.  
Faculty: Ghislaine Boulanger, Ph.D.

Trauma and narraTive: Nov. 17 & Dec. 1, 2012,  
9:30am –1:00pm

Part 1. Individual narratives: Nov. 17: Individual narratives and 
clinicians as witnesses. Is it necessary to construct a trauma narrative? 
What is the role of the clinician as witness? Where do the transferential 
and countertransferential difficulties lie?  
Faculty: Ghislaine Boulanger, Ph.D. 

Part 2: Narratives and witnessing: Dec. 1: The construction of trauma 
narratives occurs in particular contexts. When formal testimony giving 
is involved the issues for the individual are complicated by the judicial 
and political aims. This class will focus on the psycho-political issues 
involved in the analyst-survivor dyad’s witnessing of sociopolitical 
trauma and the psychoanalytic understanding that emerges from such 
examples as Bosnia, Argentina and South Africa.  
Faculty: Nina K. Thomas, Ph.D., ABPP

inTergeneraTional Transmission of Trauma:  
Jan. 26, 2013, 9:30am –1:00pm 

This session will first explore culture as providing a context for 
defining, understanding and even experiencing trauma and 
second, the concepts of historical trauma and its intergenerational 
transmission.  
Faculty: Robert Prince, Ph.D., ABPP

immigraTion as Trauma: Feb. 2, 2013, 9:30am –1:00pm

The trauma of migration and of exile are complex issues involving legal 
uncertainties that contribute to the impact of uprootedness as trauma. 
Faculty: Elsa First, MA and Luz Towns Miranda, Ph.D.

resilienCe: March 2, 2013, 9:30am –1:00pm

Risk and protective factors.  
Faculty: Laura Barbanel, Ph.D., ABPP

WhaT is Trauma?: March 9, 2013

At this the last of our training sessions, we think it is a particularly 
opportune time to consider the question of what constitutes trauma. 
This is especially meaningful in the context of the DSM-V revisions of 
the diagnosis of PTSD among other trauma-related diagnoses. Among 
the questions we will address as we bring the training to a close are: Is 
trauma internal or external? Single, cumulative?  
Faculty: Liz Goren, Ph.D., and Nina Thomas, Ph.D., ABPP

New York University Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis

T
his one year specialized training in trauma and disaster intervention is designed specifically for psychoanalysts 
who wish to improve their understanding and clinical skills in working with survivors of traumas.  

A series of ten Saturday morning sessions provides a forum in which to further understanding of psychic 
functioning under extreme conditions. The comprehensive curriculum covers a range of theoretical and 
technical issues that are presented by experts in the field.  

Faculty:   Judie Alpert, Ph.D., Ghislaine Boulanger, Ph.D., Elsa First, M.A., Elizabeth Goren, Ph.D., Sue Grand, Ph.D.,  
Robert Prince, Ph.D., Nina K. Thomas, Ph.D., Isaac Tylim, Psy.D, Susan Warshaw, Ed.D.

Guest Speakers: Laura Barbanel, Ed.D., Luz Towns-Miranda, Ph.D.

Specialization in Trauma and Disaster Studies

Eligibility: Licensed mental health professionals who are 
graduates from/or senior candidates at psychoanalytic 
institutes.

Upon completion of the coursework, the Specialization in 
Trauma and Disaster Studies will issue a Letter of Completion.

Cost: $2,000.00

Deadline for applications:  June 15, 2012 

Full details of the 2012-2013 curriculum and an application 
form can be found on the reverse side. 

We acknowledge the generous financial support from Sergio Rothstein, Ph.D. 
and the Psychoanalytic Society.
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